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Message From the Minister 
 
Dear friends, 
  

The fall is upon us and soon we will 
see our world turn into spectacular colours. 
This is my favourite time of year; nights are 
cooler, the days get shorter and it feels right 
to sip a hot drink in front of a fire. It's also the 
time when people return to church or seek out 
a worshipping community. The autumn 
themes of renewal and thanksgiving are 
appealing to people and the church is a place 
where these are celebrated. 
 I give thanks that Roxboro United 
Church is a great community to become a 
part of. We are welcoming, caring, 
compassionate and accepting. I give thanks 
that we have a place of worship and study; 
we have a beautiful sanctuary and meeting 
spaces where we can explore our faith and 
ask questions. I give thanks for gathering and 
fellowship; we have a hall that can hold many 
people and activities for members of Roxboro 
and the community outside. I give thanks for 
feasting and celebrating; we hold many 
events for our community, from dinners to 
concerts and these are all provided at a very 
low cost so that all can enjoy. 
 Mostly I give thanks for the people in 
Roxboro. We come from different walks of life 
and have different experiences that have 
affected how we see our world and those 

around us. We are all on a pilgrimage to 
understand our faith on a deeper level and 
our shared stories are something to give 
thanks for. For through those experiences 
and in those stories we come face to face 
with God. 
 
Rev. Darryl Macdonald 
 
EditorsÕ thoughts 
 
 Fall is almost over and now the winter 
season is on its way.  Christmas and the New 
Year will be here very soon.  Have fun Snow 
Birds in the lovely sunshine. 
 
 I have added a new family member to 
my family-a Chihuahua. Her name is Chloe.  
She is very sweet but I hope the winter wonʼt 
be too harsh.  Iʼm not looking forward to the 
snow storms.   

 We have printed a sharing Christmas 
wrapped gift game.  Itʼs is a lot of fun because 
you donʼt know what youʼre getting and you 
donʼt get the gift you started out with. 

 Roxboro United has many fun activities 
coming up –so enjoy them and have a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 
Your Editors, 
 
Lynda and Lisa 
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The Wright Family 
 
Instructions: Get in a circle.  Pass gift 
packages right or left as cue words are read. 
 
Many years ago high on a mountain, there 
lived a family named Wright.  They had many 
cousins whose names were also Wright.  
Every Christmas the clan gathered to have a 
party and no one was left out.  Sally Wright 
was in charge of the guest list and she left 
nothing to chance.  This party was planned 
and things had to be just right.  Mary Wright 
had left home early to do her shopping, but 
left her gift list at home.  Now this created a 
problem right from the start for her.  John 
Wright had gone to cut a tree for the big 
affair.  It had to be the right size to stand on 
the left side of the fire place. 
 
The decorations were ready and waiting.  
Mother Wright was in charge of the kitchen 
and everyone had to bring the right food to fit 
the menu and no one left home without their 
share.  There were children by the score who 
played right in the middle of the floor and left 
toys everywhere.  Now it wouldnʼt really be 
festive if they have no Santa Clause, so 
Charles Wright had his wife Jeannie Wright 
make him a santa suit.  She put two pockets 
on the right side and one on the left.  But 
Jake Wright felt left out because he said he 
had a right to be Santa because he had been 
left out for five years.  Mother Wright had to 
settle the argument right then and there 
before she left for the kitchen.  Charles and 
Jake both got mad and left in a hurry.  But 
just then Uncle Ben Wright walked right 

through the door and said he had a suit left 
over from last year that would be all right.  So 
that was settled and left everyone feeling just 
fine except Charles and Jake, but they soon 
realized the Christmas spirit should prevail, 
so they marched right back into the house. 
 
Tommy Wright, of the right side of the 
mountain, left his snow shoes at home so he 
was late reaching the party at the right time, 
but he was still able to help wrap the gifts 
which were placed on the right side of the 
fireplace and on the left side of the tree.  He 
also hung holly on the right side and every 
Wright in the country was right on time, 
dressed in their Sunday best.  No stone was 
left unturned to make this a happy time.  The 
turkey was baked just right and left everyone 
gasping with delight.  The dressing and 
trimmings were also just right, because 
Mother Wright saw to that. 
 
There was a pile of toys right by the door 
beacause Mother Wright said there was no 
room left under the tree.  They gathered 
round the table, each woman had a man on 
her right and also on her left.  They laughed 
right loudly as they ate their dinner and as 
they left the table everyone cried “I ate too 
much!” Then came Santa right on time to 
deliver the gifts to each Wright.  He left each 
one laughing even Grandpa Wright, who 
usually left early and said good-night.  The 
children left the room right after opening the 
last toy.  Their hearts were full of Christmas 
joy.  Mother Wright knew the party was a 
success and left for the kitchen right after the 
last carol was sung.   Every Wright on the 
mountain left the party so happy and gay.  
Once more they had celebrated Christmas 
with the right kind of love in their hearts and 
left each Wright family shaking warm hands 
on their right and left, saying Merry Christmas 
to each and everyone. 
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********* 
 

Our Sunday School class is going to start 
soon but we are looking for another teacher.  
If you want to join up, please get in touch with 
Lisa Scardocchio 514-542-1698 or 
lisa_scardocchio@hotmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
It is hard to believe that the summer has 
already come and gone and that we are 
already getting into all of our fall activities.  
Since the last newsletter, the Special Events 
Committee hosted a great Guffman 5 concert 
in June.  Close to 150 people came out for 
 thoroughly entertaining evening.  I donʼt 
know about you, but I canʼt wait for the next 
show! 

  

By the time this newsletter goes to print we 
will have hosted the Autumn Notes Benefit 
Concert.  The proceeds from this event will be 
shared with Roxboro United Church and the 
Lester B. Pearson School Board Hungry Kids 
Program.  

   

This next year we look forward to our Annual 
Granny Ole Opry in January, the Easter 
Sunday Breakfast in April and our third 
theatre night with the Lakeshore Players May 

8th.  Who knows we may sneak in a couple of 
other events too!  Donʼt be shy if, you have 
any suggestions…we are always open to 
fresh ideas.   

 Janet St-Pierre 

Special Events Chair     

A Child!s Wisdom  
 
When a little girl was asked to list the Seven 
Wonders of the World, she wrote as follows: 
 

1. To see 
2. To hear 
3. To touch 
4. To taste 
5. To feel 
6. To laugh 
7. To love 

 
How did she get so smart? 
 
 
 
 
 
Fundscrip Participation  
 
Did you know that there is a novel way to 
earn money for the Church and not have to lift 
a finger? 
 
It is a plan called FUNDSCRIP. Many popular 
retailers take part in this fund raising plan and 
if you go on GOOGLE and type in Fundscrip, 
you can see them all. A few examples would 
be LʼEquipeur, La Senza, Bureau en Gros, 
Best Buy, Petro Canada and Loblaws. 
 
Now the process: These are gifts cards and 
depending on the retailer, you can purchase a 
$10.00, $25.00, $50.00 or $100.00 gift card. 
You would give the money directly to me on a 
Sunday after church, I would place the order 
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and you would receive your gift card the 
following Sunday. Each retailer gives a 
percentage of the purchase to the Church. An 
example of this would be – if you purchased a 
$300 gift card from Loblaws, the church 
would receive $9.00; if you ordered $50.00 
from Chapters, the Church would receive 
$5.00. Each retailer has their own percentage 
to give – in the case of Loblaws it is 3%, in 
the case of Chapters it is 10%. 
 
As Christmas is right around the corner, this 
might be a good time to think about the 
purchase of gift cards through the church. All 
it needs is a cheque or cash in the amount 
you want to spend and I will do the rest – 
including delivery. Of course, one must attend 
church to be able to find me to do this! And I 
am available every Sunday if that is what you 
wish to do. 
 
Last year we earned $390 from Fundscrip – I 
would love to see that reach $1000 in 2011. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bev Baker, 
Fundscrip Co-ordinator 
 
Greetings from Council  
 
Can you believe that summer is over and 
today – the 21st of September – is the first 
day of autumn? Once again, summer has 
flown by in a nano second.  I hope you all had 
a wonderful season and are excited about our 
up-coming year. 
 
Council, if you can believe it, has already met 
twice as I write this. We got together at the 
end of August to catch up and make sure that 
no serious problems had arisen over the 
summer and fortunately nothing had.  
 
The Trustees have been busy trying to get 
quotes on repairing the roof over the 
sanctuary and the auditorium and although 

we have had some companies coming to 
assess the job, we are still waiting for those 
quotes. 
 
Our wonderful volunteers (Ken Proulx and 
Michael Beckmann) painted the roof under 
the covered walkway and it looks wonderful. 
Don decided to make it look even better and 
painted the support beams for us. When you 
enter the church from the side door now it is 
bright and clean and fresh – thank-you so 
much, Gentlemen. Don went even further for 
us and re- painted the sign out front and has 
been painting the wooden walls around the 
outside of the church. Thank-you, Don. Thatʼs 
sorta like ʻspring cleaningʼ in the summer! 
 
It is wonderful to see all the old familiar faces 
back in the pews and hearing little snippets of 
your summer activities. And the church has 
once again become very busy during the 
week with the pre-school, volleyball, Meals on 
Wheels, Nova, AA and many more. Just this 
Tuesday a new group started – The West 
Island Cake Club – now that was well 
attended! 
 
Welcome back also to Lynne – our wonderful 
Office Administrator. She told me she had a 
fabulous summer and was ready and raring to 
go again. 
 
Many activities are in the works for the rest of 
this year - the first being the Autumn Leaves 
Variety Show on September 24th, followed by 
the Harvest Supper on October 15th, followed 
by the bazaar on November 5th and then we 
get into the Christmas activities! We are a 
very busy place and if you feel the urge to 
volunteer for any of these activities, just let us 
know. 
 
Who knows what 2012 will hold?? Stay 
tuned……………….. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Bev Baker 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Church Women - UCW 

News and Happenings 

   Restarting the oven after its long vacation, 
digging the slow cooker out of storage to 
warm, hearty dishes as the brisk air brings 
everyone to the table opening this season 
with our UCW potluck meeting.  Backing up a 
little to June, we enjoyed our UCW Road trip 
to Greely Ottawa spending the weekend at 
the lovely home of Heather Wyche.  Activities 
included a trip up to Parliament hill with a visit 
to the Parliament cats and their super 

condos, then lunch at the National Gallery 
followed by a tour. 

The focus over the summer was 
relaxation, UCW ladies took it easy to prepare 
their minds and bodies for the busy months 
ahead.  In early September with the sudden 
death of my Dad the ladies swung into action 
quickly as the UCW kindly catered and 
hosted a perfect reception following the 
funeral. Sincere thanks to all the members of 
our church who prepared delicious food and 
to all the UCW ladies for their hard work and 
making such a sad and difficult time a little 
less stressful for my family and I, God Bless.   

  

     Our Autumn potluck took place on 
Monday, September 19th and was enjoyed by 
the many who attended.  We welcomed all 
ladies including guests from Valois UCW and 
our guest speaker was the lovely Marie 
Benveniste, a music Therapist from the West 
Island Palliative Care Residence.  Everyone 
appreciated hearing her speak about how 
comfortable and compassionate the Centre is 
in caring for patients and their families and 
especially her meditative, musical 
demonstration on an ocean drum, amazing! A 
collection was taken and we presented Marie 
with $160. Cheque to take back to the 
Residence.   A beautiful and meaningful 
worship led by Diane Campbell & Bev Baker 
as they read a response to Psalm 23 written 
by Rev. Ian Smith.  Many thanks to Don 
Jackson who is always there for the UCW 
helping with set up and may other things that 
are often not seen but so very much 
appreciated!  This yearʼs potluck we 
honoured both Evelyn Marks & Bev Baker.  
These special ladies received lovely 
dedications, we Thank Marg Madsen who 
presented for Evelyn and Helen 
Shepherdsonʼs surprise visit & presentation 
for Bev.  What beautiful words highlighting 
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both these ladies special talents, gifts and 
years of dedication.  A UCW Life Membership 
certificate and pin were given to both. 
Congratulations!   

  

     Special thanks to the St-Pierre Chefs, 
Sandy Thomson and all those helping with 
the Harvest supper on Oct 15th, Donʼt miss 
the Bazaar and all itʼs splendour on Nov 6th. 
As we kick off the Christmas season in the 
traditional RUC fashion. Thanks to our 
Bazaar Team Diane Campbell, Carol Paradis 
and Eileen Lewis. Mark your calendars as our 
popular annual cookie exchange is happening 
on Monday Dec 5th and we look forward to 
taking home a sampling of all your best 
Christmas cookies!   To all ladies please 
remember to look out for Unit meetings and 
attend even if only once in a while. You will 
see they bring special meaning to the word 
friendship as you gather with your sisters in 
Christ.    

  

Peace & Blessings,   

Susan Léveillé  President - Roxboro United 
Church Women   

 

Here is the delicious recipe for the muffins 
from the Harvest supper. 

 

 

 
¥ Roasted Squash/ Pumpkin cake 
 
¥ 1 squash, 1-3/4 lb/875 g  or 2 cups 

canned pumpkin puree (not pumpkin pie 
filling) 

¥ 3 eggs 
¥ 1-1/4 cups packed dark brown sugar 
¥ 1 cup vegetable oil 
¥ 2-1/2 cups all-purpose flour 
¥ 2 tsp baking powder 
¥ 1-1/2 tsp ground cinnamon 
¥ 1 tsp baking soda 
¥ 1/2 tsp ground ginger 
¥ 1/2 tsp salt 

¥ 1/4 tsp nutmeg 
 

Preparation 
 
Halve and seed squash; roast, cut side down, 
on foil-lined baking sheet in 425°F (220°C) 
oven until tender when pierced with fork, 30 
to 60 minutes. Let cool. Scoop out flesh; 
purée in food processor to make 2 cups (500 
mL). (Make-ahead: Store in airtight container 
for up to 24 hours.)  
 
In large bowl, whisk together eggs, sugar and 
oil until smooth. In separate bowl, whisk 
together flour, baking powder, cinnamon, 
baking soda, ginger, salt, cloves and nutmeg; 
stir into egg mixture alternately with squash, 
making 3 additions of dry ingredients and 2 of 
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squash. Fold in walnuts (if using). Scrape into 
parchment paper–lined 13- x 9-inch (3.5 L) 
metal cake pan or 18 paper lined cupcakes.   
 
Bake in 350°F (180°C) oven until cake tester 
inserted in centre comes out clean, about 35 
minutes. Let cool on rack for 15 minutes. 
Remove from pan; let  cool completely.  For 
cupcakes bake 18-20 mins.   
 
 
Oatmeal Chip Bars 
 
1 ½ cups all-purpose flour 
1 tsp baking soda 
½ tsp salt 
1 cup butter, at room temperature 
¾ cup brown sugar 
½ cup granulated sugar 
 
2 eggs  
Finely grated peel of 1 orange 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
2 cups regular oatmeal 
1 ½ cups chocolate chips 
1 cup raisins(optional) 
 

1. Preheat oven to 350F. Grease a 9 x 13 
inch baking pan.  Measure flour, 
baking soda and salt into a medium-
size bowl.  Stir with a fork until 
blended. 

 
2. In a large bowl, beat butter with an 

electric mixer until creamy.  Gradually 
beat in brown and granulated sugar.  
Then, beat in eggs, orange peel and 
vanilla.  Gradually beat in flour mixture 
until blended. 

 
3.  Stir in oatmeal, chocolate chips and 

raisings if using. 
 

4. Press dough evenly into prepared pan.  
Bake in centre of preheated oven for 
18 to 20 minutes or until it starts to 

come away form the sides of pan.  It 
may still be soft in centre but will 
harden when completely cooled.  
When cool cut into bars. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
From the Mission and Service Fund 
perspective…. 
 
As autumn sets in and we approach 
Thanksgiving, images of food surround us.  
Interestingly enough, I learned that the week 
of October 10th through to the 17th is 
Churches Action for Food week and that 
specifically October 16th is World Food Day.  
This yearʼs theme for world food day is “Food 
Prices – From Crisis to Stability”.  We are 
reminded to be mindful of those who do not 
have enough to eat or those who simply do 
not have anything to eat and this begins 
within the borders of our own community and 
extends far beyond......   
 
As a church we are responding by making 
food part of our offering on the third Sunday 
of each month.  More recently, monies were 
raised in a fundraiser (September 24th) for the 
breakfast program for children who live on the 
West Island and attend schools under the 
Lester B. Pearson school board.   
 
And then looking afar we question if our 
targeted donations to the Mission and Service 
Fund for the drought in eastern Africa will 
have such an immediate impact.  But here the 
issue is not a simple one.  Devastating 
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famines in countries such as Somalia are the 
result of a complexity of issues: corruption, 
war, and injustices of all kinds that are all 
intertwined and are at the root of the situation.  
In a recent article in the Globe and Mail 
(September 13th: 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinio
ns/opinion/shocking-images-arent-
enough/article2163269/print/) the writer urges 
and challenges us not to simply become 
cynical donors if our money does not directly 
feed and become “the solution” to starvation.  
She urges us to become informed donors 
rather than cynical ones.   
 
Our financial support can also extend to 
action and even small ones can have an 
impact.  From some of the readings below we 
are urged for example to buy locally produced 
foods as this represents foods that have not 
relied on extensive travel and thus greater 
impact with regards to emissions.  This is but 
one small example.  The following websites 
offer greater information as to how we can all 
participate in the effort to make this a more 
equitable world and especially with regards to 
food. 
 
1. http://www.e-alliance Information by the 
Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance about the 
“Food for Life Campaign”. 
2. 
http://www.fao.org/getinvolved/worldfoodday/
en/                                               Information 
about World Food day. 

3. http://www.united-
church.ca/communications/news/response/afr
ica-03           United Church support for 
sustainable communities and climate change. 

Our response can no longer be but simple 
one but rather one that calls us to be 
informed about the intricacies of the issues 
behind the needs – a daunting task with the 
wealth of information that surrounds us.   

 
 
 
Anniversaries 
 
 

 
 
 
Lina Fadera & Asterio Eugenio       July 4 
Mildred & Steve Hutchison                  July 18 
Chris Chimbers         July 21 
Dayle Cunningham & Bryant King       July 21 
Diane & John Campbell        July 25 
Ophelia & Raymond Lewis        July 27 
Lisa Purdie & Michael Hamilton       Aug 2 
Isabel & Art Boyle         Aug 12 
Eleanor Moore Whitely        Aug 25 
Lori Giroux & Peter Olynyk                  Sept 1 
Barbara & Harold McLevy        Sep 10 
Lorraine Borden         Sept 16 
Karen & Ken Podwalski        Sept 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Birthd ays  
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Agatha Barrameda  July 1 
Jim Madsen   July 2 
Vivien Lapa    July 4 
Betty McLeod            July 4 
Brian Herridge  July 5 
Stephanie St-Pierre  July 5 
Logan King   July 6 
Mandy Laplante  July 6 
Karina Elali   July 7 
Asterio Eugenio  July 9 
Eddie Barrameda  July 11 
Christine Emch  July 12 
Dayle Cunningham  July 19 
Karin Beckmann  July 25 
Janet St-Pierrre  July 28 
Heather Wyche  July 29 
Melita Wyche  July 31 
 
 
Arthur Boyle   August 5 
Marley Bailey  August 7 
Karen Podwalski  August 10 
Susan Kallai   August 13 
Richard Wandelt  August 19 
Michael Sawers  August 20 
Maaike Bezenar  August 27 
Tara McArthur  August 28 
Dave Sawers   August 28 
Shannon Bird  August 31 
Alison Dunbar  August 31 
Judy Podwalski  August 31 
 
Eleanor Odger  September 1 
Dennis Wyche  September 1 
George Lapa   September 2 
Alicia Marks   September 2 
Sarah Wilson   September 2 
Ann Leggatt   September 3 
David Nisbet   September 6 
Birthdays continued 
 
Kaitlyn Podwalski  September 7 
Chris Chimbers  September 9 
Caelan Marks  September 9 
Alexander Elali  September 13 

Kevin Aumond  September 16 
Barbara Richard  September 18 
Shawn Aumond  September 19 
Stephanie Aumond  September 19 
Yvonne van Herwaarden September 19 
Mary Turner   September 20 
Elizabeth Hamilton  September 22 
Françoise Côté  September 23 
John Campbell  September 24 
Bryant King   September 27 
Hazel Ward-McRae  September 27 
Ken Podwalski  September 28 

 
 

 Joke #1 
 
A man goes to see the Rabbi. "Rabbi, 
something terrible is happening and I have to 
talk to you about it." 
 
The Rabbi asked, "What's wrong?" 
 
The man replied, "My wife is poisoning me." 
 
The Rabbi, very surprised by this, asks, "I'm 
sure you're wrong." 
 
The man pleads, "I'm telling you, I'm certain 
she's poisoning me. What should I do?" 
 
The Rabbi then offers, "Tell you what, let me 
talk to her. I'll see what I can find out and I'll 
let you know." 
 
A week later the Rabbi calls the man and 
says, Well, I spoke to your wife. I spoke to her 
on the phone for three hours. You want my 
advice?" 
 
The man anxiously says, "Yes, please." 
"Take the poison!" 
 
 Joke #2 
A Minister was walking down the street when 
he came upon a group of about a dozen 
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boys, all of them between 10 and 12 years of 
age. 
 
The group had surrounded a dog. 
 
Concerned lest the boys were hurting the 
dog, he went over and asked "What are you 
doing with that dog?" 
 
One of the boys replied, "This dog is just an 
old neighborhood stray. We all want him, but 
only one of us can take him home. So we've 
decided that whichever one of us can tell the 
biggest lie will get to keep the dog." 
 
Of course, the reverend was taken aback. 
 
"You boys shouldn't be having a contest 
telling lies!" he exclaimed. 
 
He then launched into a ten minute sermon 
against lying, beginning, "Don't you boys 
know it's a sin to lie," and ending with, "Why, 
when I was your age, I never told a lie." 
 
There was dead silence for about a minute. 
 
Just as the reverend was beginning to think 
he'd gotten through to them, the smallest boy 
gave a deep sigh and said, "All right, give him 
the dog."  
 
 
 
 
 

  
Bazaar  

 
Roxboro United 

Church 
 

Nov. 5, 2011 
9h30 Ð 14h00 

 

Jewellery, Sewing, 
Knitting,  

Baked Goods, Crafts, 
Books, Mystery Gifts, 
Lunch Room, Country 

Kitchen, 
Flea Market, 

Draws and much more. 
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You are invited to bring 
your bazaar 

contributions to the 
church on Thursday, 

November 3rd between 4 
and 7 p.m. If you need 
help transporting your 

items, please phone 
Lynne at the office Ð 514 

685-4956. 
Items may also be 

deposited on the stage 
beginning on October 

16th. 
 

Many thanks for your 
help! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Having a party over the holidays or in the 
future and need extra space? Why not rent a 

room in the Church building.  Members of the 
Church get a discount.  For information, 
please call Lynne at the Church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS COOKIE 
EXCHANGE  DEC 5TH @ 7PM:  Organized 
by the UCW - Calling all Cookie lovers! Enjoy 
fun & fellowship while sipping warm apple 
cider, refreshments & singing Christmas 
carols.  Come share your Christmas baking, 
by attending our ʻnot to be missedʼ tantalizing 
cookie exchange!  All you need to do is bring 
along 5 Dozen homemade  cookies .  If you 
have any questions please speak to Susan 
Léveillé or Diane Campbell.  No RSVP 
required. Remember:  Please bring an empty 
container to collect the cookies that you will 
take home. What to do with so many 
cookies??  Keep them for company over the 
holidays. Visit someone shut-in or out of 
hospital that can use some company, a hug & 
especially one with a listening ear, a smile 
and a sweet treat.  Also cookies are great to 
package as ʻThank you giftsʼ.  This is not a 
fundraiser, it is a social event.  All bakers are 
welcome!  Where friends meet, hearts warm.  
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