Dear friends,

We will soon be in the middle of the Christmas
season. This is a magical time of year for manyof
Emotions run high and low; people rush around and
take time to slow down; we are surrounded by glitter
and glitz and become blanketed in stark white; we are
blinded by the snow and wrapped in the soft glow of a
candle; secular Christmas music is heard everywhere
we go and carols and hymns rise from our sanctuaries.
We are indeed immersed in the dualisms of this
season, and we can learn and grow from them.

Christmas time can allow us to develop our
spirituality through story, song and meditation. We ca
reconnect with God as we connect with each other.
Our challenge as Christians is to demonstrate our
spirituality in the midst of the mayhem of the season
We still have the handle on this celebration. Weroff
the quiet and respite. We challenge the structures,
including our own, that lead us away from the spirit of
the season. We bring meaning to the lights and
symbols.

This Christmas season be open to God's
presence within and all around you. Take time to
notice people’s faces; their smiles and frowns. Enjoy
the energy, but be centered in it. Think before you

speak and hold conversations as if you are speaking

with God. Take time every day, even if it is onlyesv
minutes, to slow down and be with yourself and God.
Breathe. Read the stories of Jesus’ birth in many
translations and, if you can, other languages, and le
the story sit with you. Decorate, even if it is hawdlo.
Take a drive or walk and look at people’s lights.

You may or may not feel the spirit of this

season. You may or may not understand more about

this magical celebration. You may or may not figure
out God’s purpose for you. But, at least, you will have
taken time to be with God, and others, and yourself.
Have a Merry Christmas,
Rev. Darryl Macdonald

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS COOKIE
EXCHANGE DEC 7™ @ *6PM or **7:30pm:

Organized by the UCW - Calling all Cookie lovers!
New this year — Please take noteNew
information!!!  We will have a delicious catered
Chinese food dinner by our very own Pei Zhang
(Fresh ingredients as well as No MS@&njoy a lovely
dinner together followed by fun with Christmas carols
accompanied by Lucia and our not to be missed
wonderful cookie exchange! All you need to do is
make sure to let us know by tdeadlinethat you are
coming for the meal so we know how much food to
have ready...pleasdring $8.00 for your dinner
along with 5 Dozen homemade cookies

You will go home with an assortment of cookies for
you & your family to enjoy over the holidays. A
suggestion if you feel you will end up with too many
cookies: you can always make someone smile by
making gift packages for teachers, neighbours,
relatives, hostess gifts or visiting shut-in frierasin
hospital. Dinner is at *6:00pm followed by Music and
the Cookie Exchange beginning at *7:30pm. If you
cannot come out for dinner please join us anyways for
song and the cookie exchange at *7:30pm. Or come
out for dinner & song and not the cookie exchange, it
up to you. Please take note of the times and speak to
Diane Campbell or Susan Leveille or contact us at
susandephoure@hotmail.coror call 514-421-4144.
Important: Please reserve by Dec %l if you are
coming for dinner. Hoping you can come and enjoy a
lovely evening with friends. Everyone is welcome!




Worship Services

Invite your friends and neighbours to our annual
musical service — a present to us from our Senior and
Gospel Choirs. A reception will follow in the
auditorium.
Sunday, 13 December — Candlelight Service at
7:30 p.m.

*kkkk

If you are feeling sad or just blue during this season,
come along and attend this service.

Wednesday, 16 December — Blue Christmas
Service at 8:00 p.m. at RUC

*kkkk

This is Christmas Sunday and our Food Sunday. Let's

bring some non-perishable food and an envelope of
money (White Gift) so our Community Action

Committee can buy perishables for our families in
need. Sunday School will be participating in the

service and the Madsens’ great-grandchild will be

baptized!
Sunday, 20 December — White Gift Sunday

*kkkk

This year our whole congregation will be worshipping
together at one service.
Thursday, 24 December — Christmas Eve

Communion Service at 8 p.m.
*kkkk

No church service at Roxboro United. Instead many
West Island churches will be worshipping together at
St. John's United Church, 98 Aurora in Pointe-Claire.

Our Rev. Darryl Macdonald is one of two ministers

leading the service.
Sunday, 27 December — 11 a.m.

A thought for Christmas

Do you know what would have happened if it had been
Three Wise Women instead of the Three Wise Men?

They would have asked for directions,
Arrived on time,

Help deliver the baby,

Cleaned the stable,

Made a casserole,

Brought practical gifts, and

There would be Peace on Earth.

Submitted by Vivien Lapa
Reader wants Christmas, not “holiday” cards:

George and | have been going to the same town of
Barry’'s Bay, Ontario for the past 35 years, every last
two weeks of July. | used to attend Polish Girl Guide
Scouting camps 1956-1962 and have been in that area
more or less since then. The town is about 50 kms east
of Algonquin Park where we hike and discover the
various activities in this wonderful park.

Barry’'s Bay's local newspaper is “This Week in
Barry’'s Bay”, and when we are there, we catch up on
the local news. Recently there was this article wes
featured and | thought | would share it with you.

To the Editor,

The enclosed letter accompanies holiday cards (with
pictures of dogs, cats, birds etc.) returned to friends
this Christmas Season.

‘Dear Friend:

I thank you for your happy holiday card, enclosed
and returned herein. My holidays are taken in Jude an
November.

At this time of year, | celebrate the birth ekus.
We call this celebration Christmas. If you wish, |
would be delighted to receive a holiday card in June o
November. You can return this card at that time.

Now, however, | would be pleased to receive with
joy from you a Christmas card with the emphasis on
the true meaning of Christmas — the birthday of our
Saviour.’

Yours very truly.

Terry McCann, Pembroke.
Submitted by Vivien Lapa




Operation Christmas Child

For the past ten years | have been involved in dillin
shoeboxes for O.C.C. (a branch of Samaritan's Purse)
through Westview Bible Church. Currently destined
for the Ivory Coast and Senegal, these wonderful
simple gifts are giving frightened, sad children a
reason to smile. And from the volunteers' photossethe
are some of the biggest and brightest smiles thavé h
ever seen. God Provides!

Attending O.C.C.'s annual kickoff events in September
I have heard fascinating stories from the people who
have been travelling to deliver these precious gdts t
overseas schools. The story about the teenage boys
who were "too cool" to accept their boxes, only to
exclaim ecstatically when they discovered calculators
electronic games and even hammers inside. The story
about the boxes that had to be carried to an
inaccessible and remote mountain village by donkey.
Another story about a village that would not allow the
buses to park too close, so the volunteers had to carry
the gifts a distance to a large designated treerelthe
children, teachers and volunteers gathered on adilank
for prayer, great local cooking and the distributidn o
the boxes to the delighted children.

In 2008 Canada collected 713,294 shoeboxes, of which
23,443 came from Quebec. This total climbs annually.

It makes me happy that my small gifts are causing such
joy to children who need some hope and happiness in
their lives.

Submitted by Ann Govan

35(&,286

A little boy waswaiting for his mother to come out
the grocerystore. As he waited, he was approachg
a man who asked, "Son, cgou tell me where the P
Office is?”

The little boy replied, "Sure! Just go straight dowis
street a coupla blocks and turn to your right."

The man thanked the boy kindly and said, "I'm the
pastor in town.I'd like for you to come to church
Sunday. Il show you how to getto Heaven

n

The little boy replied with a chuckle. "Awww, co
on... You don'even know the way to the PdSffice."

From Your Finance Committee

The finances of the Church are still in good shape at
the end of October, but as you can imagine, the cold
season is upon us and the money will be going out as
fast as the oil is coming in, so keep that oil abedt

I would like to thank all of you involved in the
administration of the Church for your efforts in
keeping costs down — you are an amazing group of
people and have done a splendid job.

The budget has been prepared for 2010 and we are
forecasting a 2.5% increase in costs. Of course you
know where | am going with this! Although a major
financial campaign is not planned at this time, wik wi
need everyone to be vigilant about their givings, iand
possible to increase them by a small percentage. For
example, if everyone gave $1.00 more a week, we will
be able to meet the projected 2.5% increase in the
budget. So please give this idea some consideration.

The good news is that the outstanding Presbytery
Assessment has finally been paid and we will now only
have to pay for the current year. It has taken us five
years, but we did it!

In closing, thank you all for your support over the past
year. Without your generosity, RUC would not be such
a wonderful place to be.

Respectfully submitted,
Bev Baker, Chairperson — Finance Committee

Did you know....................

That Al Holdway turned 90 in October —
Congratulations Al............

That Dot Bond had her knee replaced in October, and
can’'t understand why she can’t dance the jig

That Melita Wyche had her poem posted on the
Veteran’'s website — Congratulations
Melita.......cooovvieiii

That Jack and Lucia’s twins are now 2 years old —
Happy Birthday Girls........................

That Bev and Ovide are becoming grandparents in July
2010....ceiiiiiinnnnns




ROXBORO UNITED'’S CHILDREN AT
WORK

A PROUD MOMENT
Published in Veteran's Affairs Canada

Remembering our soldiers

MessageIn Flander's field, where soldiers lay, No one
should ever lay there again. Every day thinking of
granddad's and great-granddad's that were sokiers
fought in war and died in any of the wars. Soldiers
fought and they cared a lot for us so we should care f
them.

Melita, age 7 years old

Roxboro United Church, Montreal

MS BIKE TOUR- SUMMER 2009

The 2009 MS Bike tour was a great experience. It
was in Ottawa and we rode from Ottawa to Kemptville
in one day and then back again the next day. It felt
really good to be raising money and supporting a great
cause while getting exercise at the same time. Overal
it was a 150 km bike ride over a two-day period. | rode
with my friend and her family and we had a lot ohf
racing and cheering along the way. Approximately
every 20 km there was a checkpoint where you could
stop and fill up your water bottles, enjoy some fresh
fruit and rest. Overnight everyone stayed in therdor
rooms of a university where we could play ping-pong
and rest up for the next day.

After the first day of biking there was a presentatio
and awards given out to teams. A team nariaale
J. Fox’ and Bike to the future’'won the best team
name award, Wheelie awesome Bikersivon the
largest team with over 20 participants adtire-d’
won the most spirited award. There were many more
cute team names such ad/e’re just here for the corn’
(there is delicious corn served after the first ady
biking), ‘Blood, Sweat & Gearsand Are we there
yet? The team | belonged to was calleBifferent
Spokes for Different FolKs

The bike tour that | participated in was their™20
Anniversary Tour and my friend’s aunt got an award
for participating in all 20 bike tours that have happened
so far. To end the night there was some live musit a
dancing. Biking 150 km was certainly exhausting but |

enjoyed the challenge. | made some great memories

and met some really nice people along the way.
Everyone was so nice out there, everyone said hello
and were super friendly. Everyone cheered each other
on as we biked.

Canadians have one of the highest rate of multiple
sclerosis in the world. Three more people are
diagnosed with MS everyday in Canada. No one
knows the causes of MS but with each fundraiser,
researchers are getting closer and closer to findin
cure. MS is the most common neurological disease
affecting young adults in Canada today so it's very
important to support the cause. This year the bike tour
managed to raise an incredible $450, 000.00, which is
almost $40, 000.00 more, then was raised the previous
year.

I'm so appreciative for all the support | received
from my Roxboro United Church family and | would
like to take this opportunity to thank each and every
one of you for your generosity. With all your help |
was able to raise a little over $500. Thank you so
much!

If you are interested in possibly participating
yourself in the bike tour next year, visit their website
www.mssociety.cdor more information.

-Amanda Moore

In the circle of God’s love, God is waiting to
use your full potential.




GPP# AnLve t!lﬂ.t#l

Anniversary Celebrations to...!

Anne and Jack Logan- Nov'1

Ann and Peter Leggatt- Nov. %2

Heather and Mete Suatac — Nov. 25th

Evelyn and George Marks- Dec. 5th

Daniela Artogast and Brian Marks —Dec. 9th
Johanna and Edward van Ockenburg-Dec. 18th
Sandra Jenks and James Pryde- J&n. 5

Elsie and Ben Valdez- Jan. 8th

Florence Mendoza and Eddie Barrameda- Jah. 25

Happy Birthday!

November

Sandra Cormier
Jeremiah Goring
Brian Marks
Corey McArthur
Jennifer Olynyk

Ryan Olynyk m
Meaghan Sawers (

Erol Suatac _
Ron Snow '
Sandy Thomson

Scott Wilson
December

Daniela Arbogast
Siep Boog
Kristian Hinds
Eleanor Moore
Harold McLevy
Florence Mendoza
Kim Paradis
James Pryde
Elvira Tatto
Alvinie Traa
Bruce Webster

January

Horst Beckmann
Matthew Bertram
Andrew Dunbar
Heather Herridge
Giovanni Wood-Federici
Julie Kallai
Sheldon Lewis
Dennis McLeod
Barbara McLevy
Michelle Plante
Matthew Sawers
Jean Thomson
Ivy Wyche

Dance like nobody’s watching; love like you've never

been hurt. Sing like nobody’s listening; live likesit’
heaven on earth. By Mark Twain

My Life Is Like a Weaving

My life is like a weaving
between my God and me.

| do not choose the colours
He works steadily.

Sometimes He weaves sorrow
and | in foolish pride

forget He sees the upper,

and |, the underside.

Not till the loom is silent

and shuttles cease to fly

will God unroll the canvas

and explain the reasons why
the dark threads are as needful
in the skillful Weaver’s hand

as the threads of gold and silver
in the pattern He has planned.

By Grant Colfax Tullar

Submitted by Bev. Baker




Eve opening for an RUC member!

Recently at a Council meeting | became aware of how
the UCW so generously supports many community
organizations in and about Montreal. | knew that
many of RUCs UCW sponsored events assisted RUC
in its budgetary demands (for example our roof
repairs), but | did not fully realize to what degree it
supports the greater community.

Beyond the doors of RUC, the support extends to the
West Island Palliative Care residence, a 9 bed
residence that offers care for those in the lagke/@r
days of their lives, the West Island Women’s shelte
offering a refuge for women in trouble, the Pierrefond
Community Project, a very important resource for
children of low-income immigrant families, and young
mothers coping with raising children.

Beyond the West Island, the UCW has provided
financial assistance to Chez Doris, a mission deeit

for over 30 years to helping women in difficulty and |
remember having met women who had expressed their
appreciation for this resource offering a place whereby
their isolation is broken. Also, support is extended to
Centre Philou, a very special resource that takes in
physically handicapped children up to 12 years of age
for a period of 2 days to 3 weeks providing parents
with much needed respite. Recently a young mother of
a young severely handicapped child shared with me
her appreciation of the care and nurturing her son
receives when she leaves him there for the much
needed respite the centre offers her. Other
organizations such as the Montreal City Mission Day
Camp for children, St. Columba House with its
involvement in the lives of the Point St. Charles
community also receive financial help from our UCW.

On an international front, they support the Leprosy
Mission, a leading international Christian orgati@sa
with over 130 years of experience, active in over 50
countries striving to eradicate the causes and
consequences of leprosy.

Roxboro United Church should be proud as we look at
the work of the UCW with their far-reaching arms as
they seek to make a difference in their immediate
community and beyond. These are only highlights, as
there are many other organisations that the UCW
support.

Michelle Plante

The Special Events Committee has quite a busy season
ahead. By the time this goes to print we will haael

our Guffman 5 concert. Thank you to all who helped
sell tickets, set up, serve and clean up. And a special
thank you to all the members of Guffman 5.

Dust off your cowboy boots and hats for the New
Year. January 16", is the date for our second annual
Granny Ole Opry. We have some great acts lined up
that are sure not to disappoint. Remember to buy your
tickets early, last year we were sold out and hadno
people away.

Looking a little further ahead....mafkebruary 9" on
your calendars. We will be hosting a benefit theatre
night with the Lakeshore Players. | won't give gwa
all the details now....stay tuned for more information.

Respectfully submitted,
Janet St-Pierre

Chair Special Events Committee

Fundscrip

If you have teenagers, you know how difficult it is to
buy them Christmas presents that they truly like
without breaking the bank! If you think a gift card
might do the trick, don't forget that RUC is hegvil
involved with Fundscrip. Not only can you get gift
cards with us, but at the same time you are contributing
to the Church as with each purchase you make, a small
percentage is given to RUC from Fundscrip.

Look for Bev at the back of the auditorium every
second Sunday, or if you can't make it to Church, feel
free to call me at home (514-683-7631) and give me
your order. Remember that if you order on Sunday,
you will receive your gift card the following Sunddy.
must have the order into Fundscrip by Monday
morning to meet the schedule.

So give Fundscrip a thought if gift cards are in your
plans for Christmas presents.




UCW News and Happenings EDITOR’S NOTE
My Christmas Wish For You

Our UCW is growing! Welcome to our new members
and thank you for offering your help at our events and
fund-raisers. Sixty-one of us enjoyed our Potluck My Christmas wish for you, my friend
Supper in September and we are looking forward to |s not a simple one

another on Monday, January ™8t 6:30. Every For | wish you hope and joy and peace
woman in the church can consider herself a UCW Days filled with warmth and sun
member so just bring along a main dish, a salad or a

dessert and enjoy the evening. | wish you love and friendship too
Susan Léveillé has been nominated as our Vice- Throughout the coming year

President and we are thrilled that she has accepted! Lots of laughter and happiness
Thanks also to our hard-working Executive including  To fill your world with cheer

the Unit Leaders who are the reason that more women

are attending meetings. If you wish to join a uniepk May you count your blessings, one by one
ask Lynne at the office for information or phone ate And when totaled by the lot
514 685-5132. May you find all you've been given

We were honoured to host another funeral reception in  To be more than what you sought

early October. Dear Viola Sawers passed away and, as

happened at Betty Smith’s funeral a month earlier, May your journeys be short, your burdens light

many people came forward with delicious food and the May your spirit never grow old

willingness to help make it a lovely tribute to Vi. May all your clouds have silver linings

Well, we had another very successful Bazaar on And your rainbows pots of gold

November ¥ thanks to our very capable co-ordinators

Karin and Susan Beckmann as well as many other | wish this all and so much more

hard-working men and women! The amount collected May all your dreams come true

was $8,125.88!! Karin and Susan have completed their May you have a Merry Christmas friend

mandate and so if you would like to help co-ordinate  And a happy New Year, too ..

next year’'s bazaar, please speak to Karin or Susan or a

member of the executive.

And now we look forward to Advent and Christmas! - Author Unknown

Unit Eve has already had a lovely get-together and _

Units Martha and Ruth-Naomi are looking forward to ~ From our home to yours, Merry Christmas and a
their meetings in early December. Please join us for Happy Healthy New Year.

the Cookie Exchange (see the invitation in this
newsletter). Our executive will meet in December and
one of our important duties will be deciding which  jgnet
organizations will receive donations from our UCW. |

the past we have supported our national Mission and
Service Fund, St. Columba House, W.I. Palliative Care
Residence among many others. It is important to
remember that in giving, we receive.

Diane Campbell — UCW President

Until next time,

She was in the bathroom, putting on her

makeup, under the watchful eyes of her young
granddaughter as she'd done many times before. After
she applied her lipstick and started to leave, ttie lit

one said, "But Gramma, you forgot to kike toilet

paper good-bye.




With Love to Mom
Viola Edith McCulloch Sawers
February 23, 1925 — September 23, 2009

Writing a short memoir on someone you love is often
difficult. It is difficult because how do you
encapsulate a person’s lifetime and properly express
the impact that this wonderful person had on your life
and the lives of others.

So as we begin to write this, and contemplate the
beginning, we both have the same idea of how much
she enjoyed the moments in life. We see her gittin
mom and dad’s burgundy wingback chair drinking her
favorite rye and ginger ale with lots of ice, vigif
with family and enjoying the moment. She truly
enjoyed the moments of visiting family and friends,
going to church, loving her precious cat, dinners out,
bingo night at the residence and so much more.

One thing that we know for sure is the incredibleslov
she had for her family. She loved to reminiscel&f t
days in Park Extension, which she shared with her
parents, brother and many aunts, uncles and cousins.
She felt so welcomed, loved and cared for as she
became part of a second family. She felt blessed to
have been given the chance to raise two childr&e
was overjoyed to have six grandchildren and how
proud she was to have them in her life. She was
thrilled when she met her first great granddaughtet
found out that her name would become her living
legacy.

Mom was a friend to all and she was humbled by your
friendship. It did not make a bit of differencehir if

you were wealthy or you survived day to day, she was
compassionate and loving to all. She brought so much
joy and sincerity to everyone who knew her. Weehav
received so many cards and letters from friends and
family, expressing the difference she had made im the
lives. The wonderful thing is that no matter if yioad
known her for years or for even one hour, you got the

essence of this wonderful woman. Her relationships
with her family and friends were sacred and speoial
her and she let you know that.

We know that she endured a lot of hardships, but
handled it with dignity and class. She was a singl
working mother who believed in a high standard of
work ethic.

Her mode of transport was not a fancy car or small
sedan; it was the bus system that took her to all the
places she needed to go to in and around the &iye
loved the bus! She was familiar with the bus drivers
and felt privileged to get to know the regulars rsifti
beside her.

She loved sports! She enjoyed tennis, golf and
basketball to name a few. However, in her absolute
cute moments she shared with us that she had stopped
watching hockey and basketball. She felt hockey had
become too aggressive and she disliked the way the
new basketball players hung from the hoops. In her
earlier years she was an avid down hill skier amal s
had competed and won many bowling championships.

Mom liked action...police cars and fire trucks. She
was curious to know the scoop but equally concerned
for those in trouble.

There was no doubt in her mind that God loved her and
she loved God. She believed in her faith with all h
heart and soul. She believed that God walked with he
always, in the most joyous moments and in the most
trying times.

There will never be anyone like her, so special and
unique. We will miss her and love her forever.

We are comforted believing she is at peace,
reminiscing with family and friends who have gone
before her and of course, sitting in a wingback chair
enjoying a rye and ginger ale with lots of ice.

Cheers mom!
David and Cindy

Life is short, Break the rules, Forgive quickly, Kiss
slowly, Love truly, Laugh uncontrollably, and
never regret anything that made you smile.

Submitted by Bev. Baker




50 vyears of WORK and
WORSHIP
A CELEBRATION
(RUCA)
Remembering
Uniting
Celebrating
Anticipating

October 17 and 18 — a weekend of RUCA — was a
party with our community and welcoming back those
‘Church Builders’ of the past.

Committee members — under the leadership of Bev
Baker (Nelson Neil was unable to continue), with her
committee of Janet St-Pierre, Heather Wyche, Lynne
Vallee, Diane Campbell, Susan Leveille, and the
enthusiastic support and participation of our minister —
Rev Darryl, created a party to celebrate 50 years of
accomplishment.

Invitations, created by Heather Wyche, were segtllto
current and former members (not all addresses were
available for the former members). Many who were
unable to attend generously sent money gifts and
messages of congratulations — John and Martha Milne,
Peter Chen and Monique Loiselle, Doreen Cousens,
Rev Bev Johnson, Beth Phillips, Joyce and Floyd
Elliot, Barbara and Angus Tackoor, George Anthony,
Ray and Jenny Weibe, and Olive Hughes.

Saturday night began with our wine and cheese, punch
and other ‘munchies’. Our own 7-Ups, now young
adults in CEGEP, elegantly became our wine servers
as our caterer wandered around the sanctuary serving
the munchies. Our technical ‘wiz’, Heather Wyche,
created a continuous slide show of ‘Remembering’
from old photos that the committee searched and
reviewed. Expressions of ‘I remember when......
‘Where is he/she now... were heard and many
memories shared. It was an awesome experience to ‘re-
acquaint’ ourselves with those who have shared in
building RUC — to appreciate the ministry of those
who have moved, those who now live in care-home
and those who have passed on. Heather is presently
developing this slide show into a DVD for all of s t
purchase and keep.

Our auditorium was transformed into a RITZ-
CARLETON DINING ROOM atmosphere. Dinner

was catered (greatly appreciated by our women) and
elegantly served by the catering staff. This celétmat
was a ‘sold-out’ event. Table décor — clothes, vases
and flowers were a donation.

Theme banners of Remembering (photographs of the
life and work of our congregation) were created by
Bev Baker and Dot Bond. Bev's sewing skills and

Dot’'s scrapbooking experience complimented the
dining atmosphere in the auditorium — the banners
presently adorn the sanctuary  giving all the

opportunity to view them in a relaxing time.

Hazel Ward, a Charter member, who with her husband
diligently worked door-to-door soliciting funds for
building RUC expressed appreciation for the Jazz
(sometimes blue) music. Hazel said that she and her
daughter Jackie became so ‘absorbed’ in the quartet
that she regretted not socializing. However, Hazel
attended Montreal High — along with Oscar Peterson —
who during lunch hour — played piano!!

Marion Hoyland, our ‘Keeping-in-Touch’ person,
appreciated the opportunity of re-connecting with the
‘Church Builders of the Past’ who came to celebrate
with us.

Sheila McQueen, presently living in New Brunswick,
said her return to Roxboro gave her the ‘winter-fixe sh
needed. Her enthusiasm and bubbly presence was a gift
to those who shared the evening with her. Mariod sa
she was happily challenged in trying to ‘remove her
from the fellowship hour on Sunday’.

The Lee Family, Mary and Fred, although needed at
their Church that weekend for an important event at
Cambridge, said they were encouraged and supported
by their minister to ‘return to Roxboro’ a community
where they and their four children lived and worstlipe
their younger years. Along with the Lee family, the
Baggs family, whose contribution to the life of
Roxboro United were so appreciated, joined with us
for the celebration.

Peggy Emslie, who still considers RUC as her second
home — a member of the choir for many years (always
smiling, always positive) was not recognized by many

with her new-style chemotherapy hair, and shared her
many happy days at RUC. Peggy and her husband
John, and her family were significant contributors to

the life and work of RUC.




Helen Haverstock is finally adjusting to her new
church home in Burlington, Ontario. She said that for
one year she ‘grieved and shed tears’ after mowng
Ontario. Helen was a long time choir member.

The Gardiner Family, whom we are fortunate to have
in worship with us when visiting Heather, were afoy
welcome. Jim and Linda Hamon — happily involved
with their own church in Perth — also returned to be
with us.

Also welcomed were Gerry and Margaret Johnson,
Mary Turner (recently moved to St.Bruno and Pat
Murray.

Sunday worship carried out the theme of
Remembering, Uniting, Celebrating and Anticipating
with youth participating. Banners created by Bev
Baker (letters stitched by hand) focused on the theme
of our 50" anniversary. A young child watching the
‘laying of the cornerstone of our Church’, a child
probably about 5 years old, celebrated with us. Rev.
Darryl introduced her to our worshiping community.

It can be truly said that ‘a good time was had by all’
and for this we are truly indebted to our 50
Anniversary Committee and to Rev Darryl for such a
special Sunday worship service. We are all left with
the gratitude of their time, dedication and commitime
to create for us magical moments, a fantastic mezl a
an opportunity for us to connect with those whose
ministry have built a church for us to ‘gather’ for wor
and worship. We willRemember, continue to be
United, alwaysCelebrate who we are, andnticipate

a bright future for our community.

Submitted by
Helen Shepherdson

COMMUNITY ACTION

Just a quick word to let you know what is going on.

As you all may know, we have been collecting non-

perishables every third Sunday of the month. These
donations are being dropped off at the local food bank,
“Fonds Depennage”. These donations are greatly
appreciated. A letter has been received thanking us
(RUC) for the generous donations. Let's keep up the
good work.

A note about the metal and plastic tabs that we collect
at the back in the Narthex. We were able to hand over
6 large white buckets of the metal tabs and 1 large
white bucket of the plastic tabs. Let’s continue to do

what we can. These tabs are from things like oua sod

cans, food cans, pet foods, the milk bags and thelbrea
bags. Just collect them in a margarine container &
then drop them in the buckets in the Narthex.

Now on another note we will bring up the ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS BASKETS. This year we have 9
families with a total of 25 children. The childreange

in ages from one year to eighteen. The food fer th
baskets has been collected each week over the past
couple of months (except for th& Bunday, as that
goes to the local food bank). The donations are
wonderful, but lets keep up the good work for the next
few weeks as we will only be sending the baskets out
closer to Christmas. Our White Gift Monetary
envelopes will be making their appearance in our
bulletins in the next couple of weeks. The donations
receive then will go towards purchasing food vouchers
for meats, fresh veggies & fruits, and any other
perishables. We also use some of the money to
purchase small gifts for the children & we also toy t
fix up a little treat bag (stocking type).

We ask that we all continue to give what we can so
that we can help to make the holidays a little baght
for those that need a helping hand (our basket
recipients & the local food bank).

We look forward to giving you a wonderful update in
the New Year.

Thank you to all for your past, present and all your
future generous donations in helping others in our
community, because without you we would not be able
to touch those lives You all deserve a very big
hug.

MAY YOU ALL ENJOY A WONDERFUL
CHRISTMAS SEASON AND A HEALTHY
NEW YEAR.

Submitted by Kathy Floud
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