Paint Shop Pro : Surreal colourizations
Changing the colours of even a single element in a photo is never a simple task. You have to maintain the colour shades and the subject's shadows and, above all, you must never touch the colours of the rest of the image. Fortunately, we only need to use a single layer to colour our flower blue.
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Selecting the Image

Our colour change is only going to be applied to a small part of the image: the flower. Consequently, it is important to make sure that the flower has been selected accurately before we start to touch its colours.

Start by saving this image on your computer and then open it with Paint Shop Pro.
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Use the Magic Wand tool to select the flower, using a Tolerance of 100, then click on one of the petals. The entire flower has now been highlighted.


Setting the New Colour

Now that our flower is highlighted, the next step is to choose the new colour:

1. Select Layers > New Setting Layer > Hue/Saturation). 
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Paint Shop Pro automatically creates a new layer and opens a Layer Properties dialog box.

2. Click on the Settings tab and check the Autoproof field at the bottom of the dialog box.

3. Set the Hue cursor to 160.
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Note the change in the colour of the flower.
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Watch out for shadows! If the blue you selected is too deep (a value of 180, for instance), the image's shadows risk taking on a negative-like appearance, that is to say, they will be lighter than the flower itself.




Adding Shadows

Our flower has changed colour, but its shadows lack verve. A little adjustment will sort this out:

1. Select Hard Light in the General tab's Blend Mode pull-down menu.
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2. Press Ctrl+D to deselect everything.
[image: image8]
Our effect is almost finished. Just a few touch-ups are needed now, especially on the flower's edges.

Cleaning Up the Flower

If we want the flower to be perfect, we have to eliminate the light spots that appear in some parts and remove a black fringe that appeared beneath the selection area line.

1. Click on Layers > Merge > Merge all.
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2. Select the Dropper tool.
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3. Right-click with the mouse on a light spot, at the tip of one of the petals.
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The background colour has been selected. This is going to be replaced by the eraser.

4. Click in the deep blue area with the left mouse button, as close as possible to the spot.
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The point is to select the foreground colour that is going to replace the spots.

5. Select the Colour Replacer tool.
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Give this tool a Size of 15 or 20 pixels and a Tolerance of 150.

6. Rub all the spots with the mouse cursor.
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The Colour Replacer tool replaces the pixels with the foreground colour.

We are now going to remove the black fringe on the edge of the flower in the same way:

1. Select the Dropper tool.
[image: image15]
2. Right-click on a dark pixel on the fringe.
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3. Click on the replacement colour (the blue of an adjacent pixel) with the left mouse button. 
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4. Reselect the Colour Replacer tool and give it a Tolerance of 50.
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5. Clean up all the dark pixels on the edges of the flower.
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And there you are, our flower is now blue, beautiful and clean!
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